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INTRODUCTION 


The committee wishes to express its appreciation for assistance in 
the preparation of this report to Georgetown University, its faculty 
and to the group of experts from various parts of the U nited States 
who cooperated with the university. The record of hearings of the 
committee together with individual sworn depositions from eyewit- 
nesses, documents, exhibits, and other authoritative evidence formed 
the basis for this report. 

Among the false claims which Communist propaganda has long 
promoted is the idea of Communist nondiscrimination against racial 
minorities. The same propaganda line has painted the Soviet Union 
as not only a paradise for persecuted veel minorities but the true 
defender of the rights of such minorities. Other reports published by 
the committee hs ce sought to expose what happens to entire nations 
which fall under Communist rule. This report is concerned with 
Communist Ramis of the Jews, long an important minority group 
in most of the nations now enslaved by communism. 

It is hoped that this report will help the American people to under- 
stand better the plight of minority groups enslaved by communism 
and thereby to more fully appreciate the true nature, tactics, and 
final objectives of the criminal conspiracy of world communism. 
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TREATMENT OF THE JEWS UNDER COMMUNISM 


In the course of its inquiry into Communist aggression the com- 
mittee investigated the treatment of Jews in the areas occupied by 
the Communists. 

The treatment of religiogs and ethnic minorities has always been a 
good index to the character of a political and social system. Since 
time immemorial, despotic, dictatorial, and imperialistic regimes have 
suppressed and abused religious, national, and racial minorities. 
They have tried to divert public discontent by generating suspicion 
and hatred against these minorities, and have used them as scapegoats 
for the rulers’ crimes and failures. The Jews, dispersed all over the 
world but remaining faithful to their religious and humanitarian 
traditions, have been a favorite target of such persecutions. Thus, 
a regime’s attitude toward the Jews and toward anti-Semitism often 
mirrors the basic character of a social and political structure. 

Eastern Europe, now under the rule of the Soviet Communist 
empire, was the seat of the most populous and most important Jewish 
communities in Europe. They were centers of Jewish religion and 
secular culture, with a rich communal and cultural life. 

Their fate under Communist rule is a grim refutation of one of the 
most widely accepted myths fostered by Soviet agents. Communist 
propaganda claims that the Soviet Union and its vassal countries 
have given all peoples the right to full self-determination and have 
supported their free cultural development; that they have granted 
and protected full religious freedom; that they have conferred full 
civic equality upon citizens of minority groups; that they have not 
only outlawed but completely destroyed all manifestations of national, 
religious, or racial hatred, and that they have extirpated the very 
roots of anti-Semitism. 

In fact, however, the Communist regimes have held the suppressed 
nations and ethnic groups in complete slavery, destroying their auton- 
omous existences, stifling the expressions of their national cultures, 
and substituting abject obeisance before the ruling class and nation of 
the Soviet Empire. They have reduced religious freedom to the right 
io hold services under strict government supervision and transformed 
the remaining “‘religious”’ organizations into instruments of Commu- 
nist policy. They have introduced a degree of discrimination which, 
in the case of Jews, approaches complete elimination of Jewish citizens 
from public life. And they have made violent anti-Semitism an in- 
strument of government policy. 

Thus, the investigation of the treatment of the Jews in the countries 
behind the Iron Curtain throws a special light on the patterns and 
methods of Communist aggression and on the threat it constitutes to 
the free world and the common values of civilized societies. 

The committee gave special attention to this question. On Sep- 
tember 22 and 23, 1954, it conducted, in New York, public hearings 
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on the treatment of the Jews by the Communist bloc. It heard eve- 
witnesses, Jewish refugees and former community leaders from the 
Soviet Union, Poland, Hungary, and Rumania. It also heard repre- 
sentatives of American Jewish organizations, such as the American 
Jewish Committee, the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B’rith, the 
Jewish Labor Committee, the Jewish War Veterans, the American 
Jewish League Against Communism, and the American Jewish Con- 
gress. And it received the expert testimony of Dr. Solomon M. 
Schwarz, author of the authoritative book The Jews in the Soviet 
Union. 

Additional evidence about the situation of the Jews was presented 
in other hearings, conducted in Europe as well as in America, in regard 
to conditions in individual Soviet-conquered countries. A number of 
documents, containing information about the situation of the Jews in 
the countries of the Communist bloc, were made part of the record 

From all this evidence, the committee was able to conclude that in 
all these countries Communist attitudes toward the Jewish minority 
have developed along the same lines. 

The pattern was first developed in the Soviet Union during the 37 
vears of Communist dictatorship. From there, it was transferred to 
the newly occupied territories and satellite countries where it took 
only a decade after the Communist conquest to repeat the process 
of destruction of Jewish life. This report shall deal first with Com- 
munist attitudes toward the Jews in the Soviet Union up to World 
War II; then with the extension of Communist policies to the 
most recently occupied satellite countries; and finally with the recent 
open anti-Semitic campaign in the whole Communist orbit. 


THE JEWS IN THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 


The Russian democratic revolution of March 1917 freed the Jews, 
together with other national and religious minorities, from the restric- 
tions and persecutions which they had suffered under Czarist rule. 

It is one of the standard lies of Communist propaganda that these 
restrictions were not removed until the Bolsheviks overthrew the 
democratic provisional government and installed their “proletarian 
dictatorship” in November 1917. 

The fact is that in its first manifesto of March 15, 1917, the demo- 
cratic provisional government proclaimed the elimination of all 
restrictions imposed upon various national and religious groups. 
And this did not remain a mere declaration of legislative intention. 
On April 2, a law was promulgated, decreeing that ‘‘all restrictions 
imposed upon the rights of Russian citizens—and based upon their 
adherence to a particular religious faith, religious sect, or nationality, 
are hereby repealed.’’ A comprehensive list of the restrictions 
abolished was attached. When the Bolsheviks took power, they 
only confirmed this repeal. But a new suppression of freedoms, at 
first affecting all citizens in the same way, but later developing 
additional discrimination against minorities, started from this very 
moment. 

In the meantime, the new freedom led to a tremendous upsurge of 
Jewish communal and cultural life. The Jewish communities, which 
had been strictly supervised by the ezarist bureaucracy, were trans- 
formed into democratic institutions, with voluntary membership and 
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elected officials. Everywhere new Jewish secular schools, theaters, 
periodicals, political parties, cultural associations sprang up. And 
with few exceptions, Jewish political and cultural groups favored the 
introduction of a national-cultural autonomy, which would have 
allowed the Jewish minority to administer its own schools and ecul- 
tural and social welfare institutions in a democratic way. In the 
Ukraine, which constituted itself first as an autonomous republie in 
the framework of federative Russia, and later as an independent 
republic, Jewish cultural autonomy found recognition in law and was 
abolished only when the Ukraine succumbed to Bolshevik conquest. 

in the period before the Bolshevik revolution almost all democratic 
Russian parties, among them the Social Revolutionaries, the Men- 
shevik Social Democrats, and the non-Socialist “Cadets”? (Constitu- 
tional Democrats), adopted national-cultural autonomy as a plank 
in their platforms. There is little doubt that the Constituent As- 
sembly would have incorporated this system into the constitution; 
its chairman, Victor M. Chernov, promised it expressly in his opening 
address. But the Constituent Assembly was forcibly dissolved by 
the Bolshevik government in January 1918. 

The Bolsheviks had always opposed national-cultural autonomy 
for doctrinal reasons. They had not recognized the Jewish people 
as a “nationality,” had opposed the Jewish religion as ‘“reactionary,”’ 
and had favored the complete assimilation of Jews to their surround- 
ings. But the main reason why they opposed the idea of Jewish 
autonomy, was their enmity to anything which stood in the way of 
their striving for rigid dictatorship and centralization. There was 
only one right doctrine —their own; only one party representing the 
interests of the revolution—their own. Everybody and everything 
that opposed it had to be suppressed. Every organization, every 
institution of society, had to be transformed into an instrument of their 
centralized dictatorial power or be annihilated. 

This tendency clashed, in the very first years of Communist dic- 
tatorship, with the professed program of national independence and 
self-determination which the Bolsheviks had in common with other 
Socialist parties, and which they had used to further the disintegration 
of the Czarist empire as long as they were in opposition. After they 
had power, the right of self-determination of nations was transformed, 
by a series of ideological maneuvers, into the right of self-determination 
of the ‘‘working class” of each nation; then the will of the working 
class was identified with the will of its so-called vanguard, the Com- 
munist Party; and as the Communist Party was strongly centralized 
and ruled with an iron hand from Moscow, the Moscow Politburo 
finally became the body which alone decided how the Ukrainian, 
Georgian, or Armenian ‘‘masses’’ should ‘‘self-determine”’ themselves. 
Whoever opposed its dictatorial decisions was guilty of “bourgeois 
nationalism,’’ which was equivalent to treason. Then, after begin- 
ning with the proclamation of the most far-reaching rights to self- 
determination, the Communists soon suppressed the national inde- 
pendence movements of the oppressed nations of the Czarist empire 
and became de facto the heirs of Russian imperialism. 

The Jewish minority, without coherent territory, could not strive 
for national independence. And the Communists did not recognize 
individual self-determination in the form of emigration. Except for 
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a very few individual cases, this remained forbidden throughout the 
37 vears of Communist rule in Soviet Russia. 

But even the modest aspiration to cultural freedom, and indeed the 
mere existence of communal institutions, soon became incompatible 
with Communist rule. From the very beginning, the Communists 
set themselves the goal of gaining control and then destroying all the 
institutions of Jewish communal life. 

That was not an easy task because at the beginning, the Bolshevik 
position among the Jews was very weak. To be sure, men of Jewish 
origin were to be found among the members of the Bolshevik Party 
as well as among the Socialists, the Democrats, and the Liberals, and 
some of them achieved positions of prominence in the first years of 
the Bolshevik revolution. But they were men who had broken not 
only with the Jewish religion but also with Jewish traditions and 
with the Jewish community; they hardly considered themselves Jews 
in anv other sense than ethnic origin, and they were not interested in 
Jewish communal affairs. Therefore, they were without influence 
in the Jewish community. 

There was such a lack of Communists able to work among the 
Jews that the first executive secretary of the Communist Commissariat 
for Jewish National Affairs was a man who did not understand 
Yiddish and it was almost impossible to assemble a Yiddish-writing 
staff for the first Communist newspaper in that language. 

Jewish political life in 1917 was dominated by middle-class groups 
of Zionist or Orthodox character; by the Social Democratic Bund, 
which favored democratic socialism and Jewish national-cultural 
autonomy; and by moderate Labor Zionist groupings. These 
parties became the first targets of the Communist drive for gleischschal- 
tung and political extermination 

For this purpose the Communist Party, which up to that time 
had plaved no role on the Jewish scene and had always opposed 
special organizations of Jewish ‘“‘comrades,’’ now organized special 
Jewish commissariats and Jewish sections. The avowed purpose of 
the famous Yevsektsias was to establish “the dictatorship of the 
proletariat’? on the ‘Jewish street.”’ 


THE DESTRUCTION OF JEWISH DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS 


The first victims of the systematic drive to eliminate all 
manifestations of autonomous Jewish life were the non-Communist 
Jewish political parties. While the ‘bourgeois’? groups were simply 
outlawed in the first months of Communist rule, the more numerous 
Socialist parties, influential especially in the Ukraine, Byelorussia, 
and other territories, were infiltrated by Communist cells, split up 
from inside, forced to merge with local Communist groups, and finally 
destroved. Those of their leaders and members who had opposed 
Communist maneuvers were declared counterrevolutionaries; those 
who collaborated with the Communists were allowed to join the 
Yevsektsias, only to be liquidated as “secret enemies’ several years 
later 

The next step was the liquidation of organized Jewish communities. 
As early as October 1918, the first conference of Yevsektsias adopted 
a declaration that 





TREATMENT OF THE JEWS UNDER COMMUNISM oO 


i 


* there is no longer a place in our life * * * for a Jewish community elected 
on the basis of the famous ‘‘four-tail’’ ballot [meaning universal, equal, and direct 
suffrage, and the secret ballot]. 


At a time of perilous struggle, there can be no compromise of any kind with the 
bourgeoisie: all such agencies and institutions injure the interests of the broad 
Jewish working masses by lulling them with sugary songs about alleged democratic 


principles, 

Therefore, the resolution asked the Central Commissariat 
to take all necessary steps to liquidate all bourgeois institutions in a systematic 
fashion (resolution quoted in Solomon M. Schwarz, The Jews in the Soviet Union 
p. lll 

Local liquidation of Jewish communities began immediately. And 
in June 1919, the Central Commissariat promulgated a decree provid- 
ing: 


That the Central Board of Jewish Communities and all Jewish Communities 


and their branches * * * shall be dissolved forever; 
That such funds and Re as exist shall be transferred to local Jewish 
Commissariats (Solomon M. hwarz, op. cit., p. 112). 


Thus, organized Jewish communities were outlawed and all Jewish 
cultural and social welfare institutions, schools, hospitals, orphanages, 
old-age homes, ete., were expropriated by the Government. For a 
while, they were administered by the ‘Jewish Commissariats” of the 
Government; after a few years, they became state institutions without 
any connection with the Jewish population. 

Even the Government-sponsored and Communist-dominated ap- 
paratus of Jewish Commissariats and Jewish Sections did not survive 
long. After pon-Communist Jewish parties and organizations were 
liquidated and former Jewish social welfare institutions had passed 
into the Government’s hands, the Jewish Commissariats had fulfilled 
their tasks and were dismissed. The Central Jewish Commissariat 
was transformed into a small department in the Commissariat for 
National Affairs; in 1923 its staff was reduced to 5 persons, a little 
later to 1, and finally it disappeared. The Jewish sections of the 
Cominunist Party survived a little weg They had their last con- 
ference in 1926 and were finally dissolved in 1930. Though they had 
fought with zeal against all authentic yet ssions of Jewish life, their 
leaders nevertheless became suspects in the Soviet Government’s eyes 
and were later arrested and deported to Siberia in the great purges. 

They were preceded on the road to exile, prison and death by the 
former authentic leaders of Jewish communities. A whole generation 
of Zionist leaders, both “bourgeois” and “socialist’’, were arrested by 
the GPU as counterrevolutionaries. In most cases, their only crimes 
were their Zionist convictions and their former political activities in 
the Jewish communities. 


THE PERSECUTION OF JEWISH RELIGION 


Religious leaders were also early victims of Communist persecution. 
In the first years of the revolution, hundreds of synagogues were for- 
cibly closed down along with thousands of Russian Orthodox, Cath- 
olic, and other Christian churches, and Mohammedan mosques. 
Thousands of rabbis disappeared into prisons and concentration 
camps. 

According to the letter of the law, religion was ‘free’ and every 
citizen had the constitutional right to engage in religious or anti- 
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religious propaganda. Any group of 50 citizens could constitute 
itself as a religious community. But such a community had to 
register al] its officials and members with the Government and to lease 
places of worship from municipal Soviets. Priests, ministers, rabbis, 
and all other persons engaging in religious functions were deprived of 
political rights and their children were practically excluded from 
higher education. Religious instruction of persons under 18 years 
of age was forbidden. 

The reality of life was much worse than the letter of law. Religious 
activities were always considered suspect and “reactionary.’’ From 
‘reactionary”’ to “counterrevolutionary’’ was only a short step, and 
being “counterrevolutionary”’ meant arrest, deportation, and often 
death The real extent of ‘religious freedom”’ was vividly described 
in the following testimony of “Madam Witness,”’ a Jewish woman 
who had grown up 1n the Soviet Union. 


Mr. Dopp. Madam Witness. did vou attend the svnagogue? 


Madam Witness. No; this was out of the question. 

Mr. Dopp. That was impossible? 

Madam Witness. It was absolutely impossible because this would be just as 
good as denouncing my parents 

Mr Dopp Were there restrictions on the Je wish holi lay observances? 

Madam Wrrness. Of course. Yes. Also, I want to point out that I had 
never been given an opportunity to learn Hebrew because Hebrew was the 


forbidden language of the Zionist Party and of the Jewish clergy. 

Mr. Dopp. It was forbidden? 

Madam Witness. It was the forbidden language of the Zionist Party, and 
speaking Hebrew, teaching Hebrew or studying Hebrew was as good as proclaiming 
one’s Zionist or religious sympathies; and that meant Siberia, of cours: 

Religious schools were outlawed and private religious instruction 
was forbidden. In public schools, the youth was educated in an 
antireligious spirit. The keeping of Jewish holidays was impossible. 
Under these circumstances, the membership of religious congregations 
declined rapidly. Clandestine religious observance, worship, and 
instruction persisted only among small, secret groups. When, during 
World War II, the Soviet Government for diplomatic reasons pro- 
claimed a relaxation of antireligious persecution, only a few synagogues 
were left of the many thousands which had existed before the Bol- 
shevik revolution. There is now one synagogue in Moscow for an 
estimated 500,000 persons of Jewish origin. - few synagogues are 
kept open in several other cities accessible to foreigners, evidently 
for the purpose of proving to foreign visitors io there is religious 
freedom in the Soviet Union. They are visited by a few hundred 
worshippers, mostly of advanced age, who are kept under close 
supervision, while the rabbis are forced to testify to the existence of 
religious freedom and to join the “peace”? campaigns of the Com- 
munist party and Government. 


THE LIQUIDATION OF JEWISH CULTURE 


Parallel with the attack on Jewish religion went the drive against 
Jewish culture, whose main vehicle was the Yiddish language. Ac- 
cording to the census of 1897, 97 percent of the Jewish population of 
the Czarist Empire gave Yiddish as their mother tongue. In 1926, 
after 7 vears under the Communists, 72.6 percent of those professing 
Jewish ethnic origin still declared that oak was their mother 
tongue; in the Ukraine, the percentage was 76.1; in Byelorussia 90.7 
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percent. Under these circumstances, the attack against Jewish cul- 
ture could be conducted only if the Communists made use of the 
Yiddish language, at least for a transitory period. This was in 
harmony with the general Soviet policy towards national and linguistic 
groups. Stalin’s famous statement that Soviet culture must be 
“national in form but socialist in content’? meant in practice that the 
same Communist ideology had to be disseminated in the same way 
in all the different languages of the Communist empire. The ‘“‘na- 
tional form” soon was reduced to language and language only, and 
“national culture’? simply meant the right to follow the party line 
and to praise the leadership in a hundred different tongues. The 
mother tongue was thus used as an instrument of denationalization 
of the non-Russian pations 

This line was applied to the Jewish minority, but with an important 
modification. The Soviet power did not recognize Jews as a ‘‘na- 
tionality.” Therefore, their complete assimilation, even in regard to 
language, was the aim of the regime from the very beginning. Yiddish 
schools, theaters, and books were not only vehicles for the party line; 
they were also considered instruments for approaching the Jewish 
population with the final aim of its de-Judaization. 

The public schools with Yiddish as the language of instruction, 
which replaced the forbidden religious and secular schools built up 
by Jewish communities, differed from other Communist schools “‘in 
language only, not in content.”” Teaching of Hebrew was forbidden, 
Jewish history banned. Everything reminiscent of the traditional 
life of the Jews, including the Sabbath observance, was proscribed. 
The Yiddish school became an instrument of denationalization. But 
even in that form, it was tolerated only until the assimilation furthered 
by the dispersion of the Jewish population, the growing up of a new 
generation, and Government policies reached a point where the great 
majority of the Jewish population understood and spoke Russian. 
Then Yiddish schools were abolished. And with them were liquidated 
the few institutions allowed to deal with Jewish history and literature, 
the Yiddish press, the Yiddish publishing houses, and a little later the 
Yiddish theater. 

A few figures will illustrate the process of destruction of Yiddish 
culture. In 1931 there were, according to Soviet data, 831 Jewish 
schools with 94,872 students in the Ukraine, and 262 Jewish schools 
with 31,340 students in Byelorussia. Not one remains anywhere in 
the Soviet Union today. 

In 1932, 653 Yiddish books appeared totaling more than 2,500,000 
copies. The Yiddish publishing house Emes was closed down in 1948, 
and no Yiddish books are permitted. 

In 1933-34 there were 20 permanent Jewish theaters in the Soviet 
Union, 11 of them in the Ukraine. Not one of them survives. 

In 1917 there existed 49 Yiddish and Hebrew newspapers and 
periodicals, none of them Communist. 11 1918 there were 63 periodi- 
cals, 9 of them Communist. In 1920 the total number of periodicals 
was 96, of which 66 were Communist organs. Thereafter, the number 
of periodicals began to decline steadily. In 1935 it was down to 5. 
In 1938 the central Yiddish organ Emes was suppressed. Before the 
war began, the liquidation of the Jewish press was virtually achieved ; 
but during the war, in order to placate Jewish public opinion abroad, 
the Soviet government allowed the newspaper Einikeit in Moscow. 











S TREATMENT OF THE JEWS UNDER COMMUNISM 


This, together with the few renewed local sheets and literary almanacs, 
was again suppressed in 1948. The editorial staff and all remaiaing 
Yiddish writers, though Communists of loug standing, were arrested 
and deported to Siberia. Not one Yiddish periodical survives today, 
with the possible exeeption of an intermittently appearing small 
newspaper in Birobidjan. (Solomon M. Schwarz, op. cit., pp. 130 
148 

Nor is there any Jewish periodical in the Russian language or any 
Jewish social, fraternal, or welfare organization. Two million Jews in 
the Soviet | nion have, except for the few government-supervised 
synagogues, not one periodical, organization, or association of any 
kind The Jewish community has been completely atomized 


rHE HOAX OF BIROBIDJAN 


\ seeming exception to this policy was the so-called Jewish Auto- 


nomous Province of Birobidjan. Kor 15 vears, Birobidjan was 
advertised all over the world as the most modern, most progressive 
“solution of the Jewish question.” It was praised as a bigger and 


better Socialist Palestine, a paradise in which Soviet Jews wet 
voluntarily building a free, autonomous, productive, and happy 
Jewish life. For many years money was collected, equipment bought, 
and enthusiastic volunteers sent to this new Jewish paradise io the 
Kar East Societies for the promotion of Birob idjan were organized 
all over the world, with famous names on their letterheads; hundreds 
of thousands of dollars were fraudulently collected from gullible 
people to support this “advanced experiment.” 

The committee heard as a witness Mr. Herschel Weinrauch, a 
former Soviet citizen, who had spent 6 years in Birobidjan, from 
1932 to 1938, working on the staff of the local 1 newspaper. 

This is what he had to say about what happened to the money and 
machinery sent to Birobidjan from America: 

Mr. McTicue. Isn’t it true that up until a year ago or so, the Communists 
1d a committee working in this country called Ambidjan, collecting funds for 
robidjan? How much monev was collected by the Ambidjan Committee? 

Mr. Wreinraucu. I can’t tell but I know they collected a lot of money and 
achinery and they were —_ pose d to be sending it to Birobidjan but everything 
went to Moscow, and if machinery was sent for Birobidjan, they would send it 


o another place For instance, the cor Beaistee sent a linotype for the Jewish 
paper This was at a time when the Jey paper was liquidated in Birobidjan, 

they changed the letters from Jewi ae an and made it a Russian lino- 
type 


More tragic than the misappropriation of collected funds was the 
fate of those Jews who, believing Communist propaganda, gave up 
their homes, sold their belongings, and moved to the Siberian paradise. 
Mr. Weinrauch testified: 

Because of the propes on bout the future Jewish State, a lot of people from 
the United States, Palestine, from Poland, from Argentine, came to Birobidjan. 
A lot of them were thet se br as spies. 

The ee story of Birobidjan is described, with documentary evi- 
dence, 1 1 chapter XIIL of Solomon M. Schwarz, The Jews in the 
Soviet U nion (pp. 174-194), as well as in Mr. Weinrauch’s testimony. 

Birobidjan was a border territory in Eastern Siberia, consisting 
almost entirely of virgin forest and swamp, without roads and vir- 
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tually uninhabited. It bordered on Manchuria, a Chinese province 
which was later occupied by the Japanese. The infiltration of Chinese 
settlers caused the Soviet Government grave concern. Yurii M. 
Larin, a Soviet author, wrote in 1929 that a rapid colonization of the 
territory was necessary to eliminate one of the ‘‘factors that inevitably 
lure Japanese imperialism to the Soviet Far East.’ Hence Jewish 
people were sent to this bleak area of the Far East not to establish 
a “national home” for themselves, but rather to serve as a frontier 
guard of the Communist empire. Or as Mr. Weinrauch puts it: 






The purpose in establishing the territory was to make an outpost to defend 
the Far East from the Japanese The Soviet Government thought the Jewish 
people would be good as Jewish Cossacks. They put the Ukrainian Cossacks on 
the River Don and they put the Jewish people on the River Amur with the idea 
that the Jewish people would defend the territory. Most of the Jewish population 
were not workers They were small-business men, middle class The Soviet 
Government took away from them their businesses, stores and houses and they 


had no means of livelihood. 


The Jewish colonization was begun under an act promulgated in 
1928. The establishment of the territory as a “Jewish Autonomous 
Province” was announced in 1934. 

Sut from the beginning, the colonization was a dismal failure. 
The Jewish settlers, partly volunteers, partly “recruited” by irresistible 
pressure from the authorities, arrived in the wilderness without 
equipment and agricultural training and lived in a few stations along 
the Transiberian Railroad in poverty and squalor. The rather 
ambitious plans for rural colonization were never fulfilled. Only a few 
Jewish agricultural settlements were established, and most of the 
immigrants left the territory, gomg back to European Russia if they 
could, or to the cities of Eastern Siberia. Statistics collected by 
Solomon M. Schwarz show that 19,000 Jews arrived in the territory 
between 1928 and 1933, and 11,500 of them departed in the same 
period. In the following years new efforts were made to force Jews 
to emigrate to Birobidjan, with the same dubious result. Non-Jewish 
immigration (and deportation) to Birobidjan was a little more exten- 
sive, and soon the majority of the population was composed of Rus- 
sians, Ukrainians, Tatars, and Koreans. For 1935, when the number 
of Jews in Birobidjan was highest, Mr. Weinrauch estimates the 
Jewish population at 40,000, but he adds that 50 percent of the Jews 
were arrested in the subsequent purges. For 1938, Solomon M. 
Schwarz estimates the Jewish population of the province at 30,000, 
constituting only 25 percent of its total population. 

Thus, Birobidjan never took up more than 2 percent of the Jewish 
population of the Soviet Union, and the so-called Jewish autonomous 
province never had a Jewish majority. 

Birobidjan never became a center of Jewish culture. For a while 
it seems, it was intended to elevate Yiddish to the status of one of the 
official languages. But soon nothing remained of this plan, except for 
Russian-Yiddish street signs. As everywhere else, Yiddish schools 
disappeared in the late thirties, the Yiddish theater was liquidated, 
and Jewish kolkhozes and cooperatives conducted their business in 
Russian. 

In the thirties, a tremendous purge hit the Jewish population of 
Birobidjan. The local party leaders, government officials, and 
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economic functionaries were removed, arrested, deported. Mr. 
Weinrauch reports: 

I think 20,000 were arrested * * * It was very easy * * * to perform mass 
arrests of the Jewish population. I would say that 80 percent of the older genera- 
tion, before the revolution, they were Zionists, Socialists, and so forth, and this 
was the occasion to arrest them. They would say, ‘‘Ah, ha! At some time you 
were a Zionist.’’ Because you came from Poland or France, you were a spy. 
It was routine. 

A new purge was conducted after the war, in 1949-50. The first 
secretary of the Communist Party in the province, its second secretary, 
the chairman of the Executive of the Province’s Soviet, two former 
deputies from Birobidjan to the Supreme Soviet in Moscow, and of 
course hundreds of minor officials and simple citizens, were among 
the victims. Non-Jewish Russians were now appointed to positions 
formerly held by the purged Jewish Communists. The local Yiddish 
newspaper, Birobidzhaner Stern, which had been discontinued and 
renewed several times before but never had a circulation exceeding a 
few hundred copies, was once more closed down and its staff arrested. 
(This information is from the Hebrew newspaper Ha'aretz, Tel Aviv, 
Israel, quoted in Solomon M. Schwarz, op. cit., p. 194. 

For several vears after the war, Birobidjan was completely closed 
to foreign visitors and never mentioned in the Soviet press. In the 
elections to the Supreme Soviet in 1954, five persons were still elected 
to represent the territory in the Soviet of Nationalities but only one 
of them was of Jewish origin. The territory now formed a part of 
the vast slave labor empire of the Soviet secret police, and when Mr. 
Harrison E. Salisbury, the Moscow correspondent of The New York 
Times, visited the area in 1954 under strict police supervision, he was 
able to detect and photograph a prison camp very near the squalid 
unpaved main street of Birobidjan’s capital. 


FORCIBLE DENATIONALIZATION 


sy the beginning of World War II, the forcible liquidation of 
organized Jewish life in the Soviet Union was almost completed. 
Using all the methods of totalitarian pressure and terror, the Com- 
munist regime forced the Jews to give up their organized communities, 
their political parties, their press, their schools, their welfare institu- 
tions; it pressed them to renounce their religion, their traditions, their 
history, language, and literature. For all this, Communist propa- 
ganda promised the Jews one compensation: civic equality, the end 
of discrimination, the abolition of anti-Semitism. Forced to give up 
their collective rights, the Jews would at least be secure as individual 
citizens. Deprived of the right to live as Jews, they would be treated 
as equal subjects of the government. 

Communist policy toward Jews has often been described as a policy 
of forcible assimilation. But when the main goals of this policy were 
achieved and all autonomous Jewish life was liquidated, it suddenly 
appeared that what resulted was not assimilation but rather denation- 
alization. Jews were not integrated into Soviet society; they did not 
simply “disappear” among the population. In spite of all the 
measures which made them conform, they were still rejected and 
regarded as ‘‘foreign’’ and “suspect”? by the government.  Anti- 
Semitism, supposed to wither away in Communist society, not only 
reappeared in most virulent forms but became, just as under the 
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Czars, a cherished instrument of government policy. And it was by 
no Means a disappearing “‘relic of the past,”’ but rather a phenomenon 
nourished by sources inherent in the structure of the new totalitarian 
society. 

THE REAPPEARANCE OF ANTI-SEMITISM 


As an opposition party, the Communists had derounced anti- 
Semitism, And they had a simple explanation for its existence: like 
any form of national or racial antagonism, it was supposed to reflect 
the class struggle in feudal or capitalist society. The rulers, whether 
feudal barons or big-business men, tried to divert the discontent and 
hatred of the ‘masses’? toward their competitors of foreign, in this 
case Jewish, origin. An additional reason was the ‘abnormal’ com- 
position of the Jewish population: a community composed so largely 
of businessmen, professional men, and white-collar workers, and lack- 
ing peasantry and an extensive class of manual laborers, could not 
but create anti-Semitic attitudes among the backward layers of 
peasants and workers, they said. Once capitalism is overthrown, so 
the argument ran, there will be no major class contradictions. Since 
the Jewish capitalists will be expropriated with all the others, there 
will be no oceasion to hate and envy them. All people, including the 
Jews, will be free and equal. There will be no group hatred, and anti- 
Semitism will disappear. In the transitory period, when ideological! 
relics of the capitalist past still survive, some educational and some 
legal measures will be necessary. But anti-Semitism will be doomed 
and will soon die out completely. 

Seldom was a theory so soon and so radically contradicted by re ality 
as this one. Communist dictatorship created, not the promised free- 
dom and equality, but tyranny and misery. <A ruling totalitarian 
bureaucracy concentrated in its hands all the power and wealth of 
society. While workers and peasants led a life of misery and near 
starvation, the upper ten thousands of rulers had tremendous power 
and lived in luxury. 

Competition for power and goods did not disappear. Advancement 
on the social ladder was possible only in a literally murderous fight for 
the favor of the party and of one’s superiors. Thus group hatred was 
more than ever nourished by powerful social antagonisms. 

The Jewish middle classes were thoroughly expropriated. For 
long years the Jewish population lived in misery and starvation. 
Eventually, most of the Jews found their ways into factories and 
offices as workers or white-collar employees. They were not received 
as brothers but rather as unwelcome competitors. The former busi- 
nessmen and their children, though now workers, were still considered 
“class enemies,” albeit “in disguise."”. When they failed to quickly 
develop unaccustomed skills, they were considered “‘shirkers”’ and 
“saboteurs.” When they did acquire them and advanced to better 
positions, they were accused of seeking “soft jobs’ and avoiding 
manual labor. A few Communists of Jewish origin in high positrons 
evoked a hatred, directed not only against themselves but against 
the whole Jewish population. 

In the first years of the revolution, the Soviet Government tried to 
combat these attitudes. On July 27, 1918, the Council of People’s 
Commissars issued the famous order “outlawing” anti-Semitism. 
It directed all the Soviets ‘‘to take such steps as will effectively destroy 
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the anti-Semitic movement at its roots.’’ It ordered that “‘pogromists 
and persons inciting to pogroms be outlawed.”’ 

But this order, issued as a directive in the civil war, was not included 
in the official Collection of Laws and Government Ordinances. And 
when the Soviet Government published its first systematic Criminal 
Code in 1922, there was no special paragraph against anti-Semitism. 
The matter was covered, in a general form, by a provision prohibiting 
“agitation and propaganda arousing national enmities and dissen- 
sions; the punishment was a minimum of 1 year in prison, and in 
time of war, if the offense was committed under especially dangerous 
circumstances, death. A special Statute on Crimes against the State, 
issued in 1927, increased the minimum sentence to 2 years. But a 
decision of the Supreme Court in 1930 ruled that the paragraph was 
not applicable to “attacks on individual members of national minori- 
ties following personal conflicts with such individuals.” 

The law was strict enough but it was rarely applied. In 1928, I. 
Zilberman published in the organ of the Soviet Commissariat of 
Justice a survey of court cases involving anti-Semitic offenses in 
the city and Province of Moscow. He arrived at the following 
conclusions: 

We have collected all cases of anti-Semitism dealt with by the People’s Courts 
of the Province of Moscow in 1927-28 * * *, 

The most noteworthy fact is the extremely small number of cases. In the 
period dealt with there were altogether 38 proceedings at law involving anti- 
Semitism * * *, The insignificant number of cases * * * is very characteristic 
It indicates that only a small number of those committing anti-Semitic offenses 
were brought to trial * * * As a rule, anti-Semitic manifestations are ignored 
by those in whose midst they take place; anti-Semitism is not sufficiently opposed 
by those who witness it * * * In 34 out of 38 cases, proceedings were initiated 
on the complaint of the injured party, though most cases occurred in surroundings 
that by no means can be considered secluded * * *. 

A great number of cases * * * were not confined to verbal abuse, but were 
isually accompanied by counterrevolutionary incitement to pogroms. Vicious 
hooliganism occurred * * *. This included cases of beatings in homes, open 
assaults on and beatings of Jewish passers-by in the street, abuse and insult, 
persistent hounding, and attempts to force people out of their apartments, ete. 

After describing some hair-raising examples (quoted in Solomon 
ML. Schwarz, op. cit., pp. 276-277), the author gives statistics on the 
punishments. Of 70 defendants, 30 were fined, 12 sentenced to labor 
with reduced wages in their factories, 14 to loss of freedom for short 
periods, and 10 were acquitted. ‘The paragraphs applied were those 
about assault and battery, insult and abuse, and “hooliganism.” 
The law against incitement to national hatred was not used. 

A vear later, the official party organ Pravda had to admit in the 
only editorial in which it ever dealt with anti-Semitism: 

More and more frequently reports of manifestations of anti-Semitism are 
appearing in the press * * *, In investigating plants in which anti-Semitic acts 
occur we are invariably confronted with the dangerous fact of the connivance of 
the local party, trade union, and Komsomol organizations; this alone makes it 
possible for the anti-Semitic campaign of persecution to go on unpunished for 
months and years. The tortured worker finds no protection; anti-Semitic slang 
becomes current in the shops; and the officials of the cells, work councils, and the 
KXomsomol prefer not to ‘‘meddle”’ in an unpleasant business, prefer not to start 

trouble,”’ ete. (Pravda, Moscow, February 19, 1929, quoted in Solomon M. 
Schwarz, op. cit., p. 253.) 

Soon afterward, in the thirties, the Soviet press stopped reporting 
or writing about anti-Semitism. The topic became taboo. Officially, 
anti-Semitism “did not exist.”’ Anti-Semitic incidents were not re- 
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ported. This did not mean that they did not occur. But they were 
not punished. ‘The official policy was to ignore the problem. 

A new turning point came with the great purge in 1936-38. Among 
the old Bolsheviks who were denounced as traitors and spies, jailed 
and tortured, forced to confess to absurd crimes, sentenced and shot, 
or sent to jail for the rest of their lives, were prominent men of Jewish 
origin, like Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev, Radek, and others. At 
the same time, Communists active on the ‘Jewish front,’’ former lead- 
ers of the Yevsektsias, commissars in Birobidjan, and others, were 
liquidated. Inevitably, surreptitious anti-Semitic propaganda was 
encouraged. The anti-Jewish angle was not officially used in the 
violent campaign against the “traitors.” But neither was the anti- 
Semitic whispering c ampaign discouraged, 

At the same time, secret Communist Party circulars directed many 
branches of the civil service to stop recruiting persons of Jewish origin 
or to demote or remove those already in office. A numerus clausus 
Was surreptitiously introduced in military and diplomatic academies. 
Every new party-directed “election”? brought a new drop in the per- 
centage of men of Jewish origin elected to different Soviets. The proc- 
ess found its most eloquent expression when in May 1939, Foreign 
Minister Maxim M. Litvinov was dismissed from office and replaced 
by Vyacheslav M. Molotov. A man of Jewish origin was not the 
most suitable person to negotiate the planned Stalin-Hitler pact. 


THE STALIN-HITLER PACT: PERSECUTION OF JEWS IN ANNEXED 
AREAS 


The Stalin-Hitler pact of August 1939 was an outstanding example 
of an unperialist agreement between two dictatorships. It divided 
Eastern Europe between the two totalitarian partners; by covering 
Hitler’s rear, it gave the signal for Nazi aggression against Poland and 
the Western democratic powers; it promised Nazi Germany the moral 
and economic support of the Soviet Union. 

While the Russians delivered grain, oil, and other important raw 
materials for the Nazi military machine, the Communist Parties 
organized strikes, demonstrations, and passive resistance in the demo- 
cratic countries and sabotaged their war effort. 

Attacks on fascism and nazism disappeared overnight from the 
columns of the Communist press. Diplomatic reports spoke about 
the friendship of the Soviet and Nazi armies “cemented in blood.”’ 
(That the blood was that of Polish soldiers defending their country 
and of Jewish citizens killed in ghettos and slave labor camps, the 
telegram did not say.) Reporting on Soviet foreign policy in the 
Supreme Soviet on October 31, 1939, Foreign Minister Molotoy 
declared: 

Like any other ideology, the ideology of Hitlerism may be accepted or rejected 
it is a matter of one’s political views. Yet anyone can see that ideology cannot 
be annihilated by force, cannot be done away with by war. Therefore, to wage 
such a war as this one for “the annihilation of Hitlerism,’’ which wraps itself 
around with the false flag of the fight for ‘‘democraey,’’ is not only senseless but 
also criminal. * * * (Pravda, November 1, 1939.) 

At that time, Jews were proscribed, expropriated, hounded, interned 
in ghettos, and forced to perform slave labor in all the countries under 
Nazi domination, and preparations for their final extermination were 
going ahead full steam. But the Soviet press was not allowed to men- 
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tion these atrocities. The result was that in 1941 the Jews in the 
Ukraine and White Russia, a few hundred miles from the Warsaw 
ghetto, did not know what had happened to their brothers in Nazi- 
occupied countries. This is one of the reasons that so many Jews 
did not flee in time when the Nazi armies invaded Russia; the Soviet 
policy of concealment of Nazi crimes cost hundreds of thousands of 
Jews in the Western territories of the Soviet Union their lives. 

By the pact with Hitler, and by armed invasion, the Soviet Union 
acquired new territories with large Jewish populations. (There 
were 1,300,000 Jews in the provinces detached from Poland, 250,000 
in the Baltie States and 330,000 in Bessarabia and northern Buxovina. ) 
In addition, about 400,000 Jews fled before the German armies from 
western Poland into the Soviet-occupied areas. 

The Jewish middle class was expropriated; the bulk of the Jewish 
population was left without means of subsistence. The refugees 
from the West received no government support and were left to live 
in squalor and starvation. Soon the Communists began to liquidate 
Jewish parties, the Zionist movement, and Jewish communal life by 
methods similar to those they had used in the U.S. 5. R., only at an 
accelerated tempo. The Jewish population, which had at first greeted 
the Red soldiers as liberators from the Nazis, became desperate. 

The extent of the Nazi atrocities was not vet known; it was known 
that the Jews were subject to severe restrictions and forced labor, 
but there were no reports of extermination. The Soviet Government 
asked every refugee either to accept Soviet citizenship and lose the 
right to return to the West forever, or to register with a mixed German- 
Soviet Commission for transport back to German-occupied Poland. 
Ignorant of the full extent of Nazi crimes but only too familiar with 
the desperate situation under the Soviets, many Jews registered for 
return. Whereupon one day they were all arrested by the Soviet 
secret police and deported to Siberia. Many perished in the transport, 
while many more succumbed to the severe climate, inhuman labor 
norms, and starvation diet in the slave labor camps and other places 
of detention. 

Two of our witnesses had the opportunity to observe this operation, 
Mr. Herschel Weinrauch in Bialystok, Mr. Bronislaw Teichholz in 
Lwow. 

Mr. Weinrauch testified about Bialystok: 

Then, in 1940 * * * there were two orders, One order was that every Jew 
who came from German Poland could be registered to go back to the Germans 

The second order was that every Jew who wanted to become a Soviet 
citizen had to go to the police and to take a Soviet passport. The Jews from 
Poland did not know what to do * * *. Then a month later they arrested 
evervbody who signed that he wanted to go back * * *. I saw the “enemies 
of the Soviets’? were all Jewish people, women and children, and I could not 
stand it. In one home was a young girl, a young woman with two children, and 
they cried very much * * * T began to cry also. The policeman saw that | 
cried and he said ‘‘What happened to you?” I said, “something fell in my eye,” 
because I was afraid to say that I have sympathy for these people. 

Mr. Teichholz gave us the following description of the deportations 
from Lwow and eastern Galicia: 

They [many Jews from Western Poland] registered to go home to the German 
occupation zone. When the Germans took over anywhere, they gave orders 
the Jews must work. They did not kill them but made them work. The Russians 
at that time did not give them opportunity to work * * * The people registered 


and the Russians told them that those who can get along with what they can 
carry can go home. 
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After 6 days, on a Friday, they came with the police, the NKVD, with the 
members of the Communist Party and with the city police and took all the peopl 
from their homes, those who registered to go back into the German zone. They 
took them in the train, 70 or 80 people in acar * * * The children, whether they 
were sick or not, pregnant women—all had to go on trucks that night and thes 
were taken to Siberia. I don’t know how many were killed on the way, but 
I have heard that many of them never got there, that they were killed on the 
way. They had no water, they had nothing * * *, 

The refugees from Western Poland, were not the only Jewish victims 
of deportation from the annexed territories in 1939-41. Jewish 
political, religious, and communal leaders were arrested and deported. 
The Zionists avd members of the Social Democratic Jewish Bund 
headed the lists of the proscribed. The most prominent of them were 
the Bund leaders Victor Alter and Henryk Erlich, who were first 
arrested at that time. Before the Germans attacked in June 1941, 
Jewish life in the Soviet-annexed provinces was in a state of complete 
disintegration. 


WORLD WAR IIL; A NEW WAVE OF ANTI-SEMITISM 


On June 21, 1941, the German armies suddenly invaded Russia. 
Much against its will and expectation, the Soviet regime found itself 
ina war with Nazi Germany and on the side of western democracies. 
In desperate need of allied help, the Communist government began 
to speak of the great, patriotic, anti-Fascist war, and of the grand alli- 
ance of ‘old’? and ‘‘new’’ democracies. But the inner dictatorial re- 
gime did not change; nor did it change its ultimate aim of overthrowing 
the democratic regime in all countries and of establishing its world- 
wide dictatorship. This aim was only postponed. 

Very little changed in its attitude toward the Jews. While the 
Nazi armies and security squads massacred hundreds of thousands of 
Jews in the Nazi-occupied western territories, the Soviet Government 
played down the Jewish question in its propaganda, In official releases 
and reports dealing with German atrocities in the occupied areas, the 
Soviets usually omitted all reference to the extermination of Jews 
Massacres of Jews were usually described simply as atrocities against 
“Soviet citizens; the very fact that the Nazis issued orders to extermi- 
nate the entire Jewish population, a fact that must have been known 
to the Soviet Government, whose spies and guerillas operated in the 
territories affected from the very beginning, was concealed from the 
world for many months. The Soviet Government evidently did not 
want to appear as the protector of Jews; it capitulated before the Nazi 
anti-Semitic propaganda. 

What was worse, the Soviet authorities did not undertake any 
planned action to evacuate the Jewish population, threatened by total 
extermination. In democratic countries, pro-Soviet propagandists 
disseminated the legend that the Soviet Government made special 
efforts to save the Jews from the Nazis. But this was only another lie 
of Communist propaganda. A careful analysis of all available data 
shows that no such orders were issued and no such measures taken. 

There were certain categories of citizens who enjoyed the right to 
be saved by planned evacuation. ‘They were Soviet and party leaders, 
high bureaucrats, workers of offices and industrial enterprises impor- 
tant for the war effort, and in some cases, members of kolkhozes with 
outstanding productivity. Where there were Jews among these privi- 
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leged evacuees, they were taken along. But no priority was given to 
simple citizens; although they were certain to be killed if left behind. 

Most of the Jews who esc ‘aped extermination saved their lives by 
escaping individually or in groups, usually on foot, through steppes, 
swamps, and forests. And very often they were held back by Soviet 
frontier guards and secret police. Thus, for instance, when the Nazis 
approached Vilna, several tens of thousands of Jews tried to leave. 
But many of them were turned back by Soviet frontier guards at the 
border between Lithuania and the old Soviet territory. They returned 
to Vilna and perished there. Another report, from Kaunas, says that 
all transportation was taken over for the evacuation of the military 
and civil authorities so that only small groups of Jews were able to 
leave in time. But Soviet frontier guards did not allow the refugees 
to cross the line dividing the Baltic States and newly annexed terri- 
tories from the old Soviet territory, and many refugees had to return 
to places already occupied by the Germans. Another refugee relates 
how many thousands were forced to camp 12 days and nights at the 
same border under the guns of Soviet guards who threatened to shoot 
whenever anybody tried to cross. Only at the last moment before 
the Nazis’ arrival did the Soviet guards retire, and most refugees were 
overtaken by the Germans. 

In the Nazi-occupied areas, there was almost no resistance to Nazi 
atrocities against the Jews. Part of the population, oppressed and 
exploited by the Soviets for decades, greeted the Nazis as liberators; 
only after months or years did it wake up to the realization that Nazi 
totalitarian rule was no better than that of the Communists. Another 
part, accustomed to live in obedience and terror, remained passive. 

Even among the pro-Communist partisans who fought the Nazis in 
small groups in the countryside, there were frequent instances of anti- 
Semitism. Jews who fled the cities and tried to join the partisans 
and fight their tormentors were often rejected, refused weapons, or 
given the most dangerous assignments without proper equipment. 
Jewish families who fled for their lives and camped in the woods were 
often robbed of their food and other possessions. Sometimes Jewish 
refugees were accused of betraying the guerrillas to the Germans, and 
even of being sent by the Nazis to poison the partisans. Judging 
from extensive material amassed from the memoirs of former Jewish 
partisans, Solomon M. Schwarz concludes that “the bulk of the 
partisan movement must have been affected in one way or another by 
anti-Semitism” (op. cit., p. 325). 

Meanwhile, anti-Semitism also raged on the Soviet side of the front, 
not only in peripheral areas but in the Soviet capital itself. In 1941, 
when German armies stood before Moscow and a part of the govern- 
ment and the privileged strata of the population were evacuated, 
rumors spread in the capital that the Jews had bought up all the places 
in the evacuation trains, and anti-Semitic slogans appeared on the 
walls. According to Harrison E. Salisbury’s report published in the 
New York Times on September 29, 1954, these rumors were govern- 
ment-inspired and allowed to spread for a considerable period to 
divert the discontent of the population. 

Similar attitudes spread in the provinces. The Jews were denounced 
“speculators,” ‘‘war profiteers,’’ and evaders of military duties, and 
the Government did nothing to fight this anti-Semitic propoganda. 


as 
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How widespread and persistent these attitudes were is evident from 
the experiences described by some of our witnesses. Mr. Weinrauch 
testified: 

When I returned from the Red army to Moscow [after the war, in 1945], anti- 
Semitism was so strong, so vile, that I couldn’t stand it and I thought, “I'll do 
everything to escape, or I’ll commit suicide.’’ I couldn’t stand it any more 

For example, I saw with my own eves, with chalk on the walls in Moscow, 
“Kill the Jewish people and save Russial!”’ 

In the lines for bread, when they saw a Jewish girlwhowas born in Moscow and 
did not understand a word of Yiddish and she would say she is Russian, but she 
has a typical Jewish face, everybody called her a ‘‘dirty Jew’’ and she cried. * * 

A lot of Jewish people who fought had decorations, and the Russian people asked 
them, “‘“How much did ycu pay for your decorations?’ 

For example, when a wounded Jew went in the street, they asked, “From which 
train did you fall?” 

The Jewish people fought well and they wanted to be good citizens, but they 
didn’t allow them. * * * 


FRAUDULENT PROPAGANDA ABROAD; THE LIQUIDATION OF 
ALTER AND ERLICH 


While such attitudes were spreading throughout the country, 
unopposed and often surreptitiously nourished by the Government, 
the Soviet Union’s participation in the war against the Axis gave rise 
to widespread illusions abroad, and Communist propaganda used these 
illusions for its insidious purposes. Among the groups to which i 
appealed were the Jews in democratic countries. 

To enlist their support, Soviet propagandists spread reports that the 
Soviet Union was saving the Jews from Nazi extermination, that the 
Soviet authorities were organizing their planned evacuation, and that 
they were supporting, in an exemplary way, Jewish refugees from Nazi- 
occupied territories. But, they said, for the successful achievement of 
these noble tasks, they needed the moral and financial support of 
Jewish communities abroad. 

The effectiveness of these propaganda lies was hampered by the 
fact that nowhere in the Soviet Union was there a Jewish organization 
in whose name the Soviets could appeal for foreign help. Therefore 
the Soviet leaders decided to create such an organization, completely 
subservient to them but with the appearance of legitimate Jewish 
sponsorship and a certain independence. To make it appear really 
independent, they needed the names of some well-known non-Com- 
munist Jewish leaders, which would appeal to Jewish public opinion 
abroad. 

Hence Victor Alter and Henryk Erlich, the well-known leaders of the 
Jewish Socialist Bund, who had been arrested in eastern Poland i 
October 1939, were suddenly released from prison in September 1941. 
They were supposed to play the part of Communist stooges in the 
planned deception of world Jewish opinion. 

Alter and Erlich refused to play that part. Instead, they sub- 
mitted to the chief of the secret police, Lavrenti P. Beria, who nego- 
tiated with them in the name of the Soviet Government, a plan of 
their own. They proposed a really autonomous Jewish cemnltvee, 
composed of legitimate representatives of the Jewish population of 
the Soviet Union, as well as of the Nazi-occupied countries, and of 
Jewish representatives from the United States, Great Britain, and 
France. The committee was to mobilize Jews throughout the world 
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for the struggle against nazism, and to organize assistance to the 
Jews in the countries under Nazi control and relief for Jewish refugees 
in the Soviet Union. 

Such a plan could not appeal to the Soviet rulers. They wanted 
help for the Soviet Government, not for Jewish refugees; they had 
no need for independent Jewish leaders, but sought willing puppets 
When Alter and Erlich did not give in to the pressure of their former 
jailers, they had to be liquidated. 

Mr. Lucien Blits, London correspondent of the Jewish Daily For- 
ward of New York and one of the leading Jewish figures of prewar 
Poland testified in London: 

At half past twelve in the night, it was the 4th of December, one of the girls of 

is intourist came and said would Mr. Alter go to the telephone. He went, came 
back and said to Mr. Erlich, calling him by his Christian name, ‘“‘Henryvk, take 
your coat we have to go.”’ At the table were two other people who were not so 
close to us, and I did not want to ask too many questions. I said, ‘When are 

oming back? Are you going to have a gay night?” WKuybishev was not a 
place for gay nights Oh,” they said, ‘*We’ll be back in half an hour.” The 
ever came, 1 was sitting the whole night waiting for them 

On December 5, 1941, Erlich and Alter were arrested again, and a 
few days later, thes were shot Their execution was kept secret | 
when it became known in the Western World, and Jewish as well as 
labor organizations protested, the Soviet Government answered with 
the preposterous accusation that they had been Nazi spies. Thus 
the wartime Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee in Moscow was founded 
on the corpses of the two most prominent Jewish anti-Fascist fighters 

This committee was then publicly organized in April 1942. Its 
members were not elected, of course, but were appointed by Com- 
munist authorities. It did not represent any Jewish interests; it did 
not organize the efforts of Jewish communities in the Soviet Union; it 
did not even distribute foreign relief to Jewish refugees. It had only 
two tasks: to collect money from the Jews abroad for the Red army and 
to work as a propaganda agency of the Soviet Government. For this 
purpose, the committee corresponded with, and sent delegations to, 
foreign countries, organized propaganda broadcasts, and published 
in Moscow a hewspaper in Yiddish, called Einikeit. Its content, 
destined primarily for foreign consumption, was. slightly veiled 
Communist propaganda. This committee was now the only Jewish 
organization allowed in the Soviet Union; Einikeit was the only 
authorized Yiddish newspaper. Both were organs of a vast propa- 
canda hoax, intended to influence Jew ish publie opinion abroad. 

Thus at the end of World War Il a great part of the Jewish popula- 
tion of the Soviet Union had been exterminated by the Nazis; tens of 
thousands had perished in Soviet concentration camps and other tens 
of thousands were stil) interned in Siberia and central Asia; and the 
rest were uprooted and scattered over the vast territories of the Com- 
munist empire. Jewish communal life was destroyed, and the Jewish 
religion barely survived. Anti-Semitism was rampant, hidden from 
view only by the complete silence of the Soviet press and authorities 
about Jewish problems, and by the Lron Curtain which conceals life 
in the Soviet Union from the rest of the world 





we 


TREATMENT OF THE JEWS UNDER COMMUNISM 19 
THE EXTENSION OF COMMUNIST RULE TO THE SATELLITES 


After World War I] Communist rule was extended by methods of 
occupation, intimidation, and infiltration, described in other reports 
of this committee, to the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 
Kast Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, 
Yugoslavia, and Albania were occupied by the Red army, plundered 
and economically exploited, and forced to admit Communist agents 
into their governments. Yugoslavia alone was later able to escape 
Soviet Russian domination. In the first stage, when the Communist 
parties were still too week to wield exclusive power, the countries 
were allowed to have “coalition governments” in which the Commu- 
nists occupied the most important positions of power. Subsequently 
the Communists infiltrated, terrorized, split, and finally destroyed all 
non-Communist parties, organizations, and movements, and trans- 
formed the so-called people’ s democracies into open Communist dic- 
tatorships, ruled from Moscow with an iron hand. In this process, 
the same methods of intimidation, expropriation, gleichschaltung, and 
destruction which were used against the subjugated nations, were also 
applied against the Jewish minorities. 

The newly communized countries had been the home of large and 
important Jewish communities. In Poland, Rumania, and the East- 
ern areas of Czechoslovakia and Hungary, these communities had 
developed a rich and creative Jewish culture in the Yiddish language. 
In the western parts of Czechoslovakia and Hungary, and in Easte ' 
Germany, the Jews spoke the languages of their countries and had 
before the war taken a prominent part in economic, political, and 
cultural life of their countries. In Bulgaria the Jewish population 
spoke a Spanish dialect, Ladino, and developed a rich community 
life, strongly influenced by Hebrew culture and Zionism, 

All these communities underwent a terrible catastrophe under the 
Nazi occupation. Many hundreds of thousands of their members 
men, women, and children—were brutally exterminated in Nazi death 
camps. Except for Bulgaria, only a minor part of the original Jewish 
population of this area survived the war, mostly in emigration, in the 
Allied armies where many Jews fought again ist Nazism, or in under- 
ground places of hiding. A small number of Jews survived the 
horrors in Nazi concentration camps. 


THE SURVIVORS OF NAZISM: THE PERIOD OF PROMISES 


Mr. Irving M. Engel, president of the American Jewish Committee, 
gave an eloquent picture of the plight of these survivors when he 
said, in his testimony: 

The survivors in the territories oecupied by the Nazis emerged sick, starved, 
and destitute from German concentration camps and underground places of 
hiding. They found their homes occupied by strangers, their property lost, their 
families decimated or scattered, their relatives and friends exterminated. With 
fierce energy, they set about recreating a personal and communal life for then 


) 







selves, hoping to rediscover an existence of peace and security. And then all 
their hopes were crushed by new terror and oppression After a short period of 
hope fed by Communist promises, a new totalitarian oppression pushed them 


back into poverty and misery, destroyed their laboriously rebuilt communal and 


traditior 


cultural institutions, forced them to renounce and deny their cherished t 
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1 subjected them to new discrimination, violence, and mass deportati 
leanwhile rabid anti-Semitism reappeared under a new flag, threatenir 
existence and the very lives of Jewish citizens. 

The immediate period after the war was a time of sweet promises. 
The satellite recimes, not vet secure 1n their power, tried to deceive 
the world with the pretense of “democracy of a new type” and of a 
‘peaceful way to socialism,’ a process in which economic free initiative 
and middle-class existence would find a legitimate place. They 
promised the Jewish minorities full restitution of Nazi-expropriated 
properties, economic rehabilitation, complete freedom of religion, free 
development of their culture, complete elimination of discrimination 
and anti-Semitism, and free emigration for those who wanted to go to 
Israel 

THE RED ARMY DEPORTATIONS OF NAZI VICTIMS 


sut from the very beginning, there were ominous developments 
behind this facade of sweetness and light. 

One of them was the behavior of the Red army and of the Soviet 
secret police. Again and again, Communist authorities raided the 
streets of the occupied cities, seized thousands of innocent citizens, 
and sent them to Russian concentration camps. The slave labor 
hunters did not discriminate between former Nazis and their victims, 
between the collaborators with the Fascist regimes and their oppo- 
nents. Many thousands of Jews, interned by the Nazis, were sent to 
slave-labor camps by their “liberators’” and new thousands, previously 
freed from the Nazi nightmare, were again arrested and sent to 
rot in Siberia. 

Dr. Isaae Glickman, a former leader of Rumanian Jews, testified: 

At that time [in 1945] I was appointed to the Federation of Rumanian Jews, 


take care of the repatriation of the Jews from the [German] concentration 


Jewish community appointed me to go and see what we could do to bring 
be the Jewish people to Rumania * * * T found that the Russians took tho 
Jews as prisoners of war and sent them to Siberia. I protested at this. But the 
Russian soldiers confined the Jev in camp and sent them to Siberia, about three 
or four thousand of them, as prisoners of wal before anything could be done 


Dr. Zoltan Klar, a former leader of Hungarian Jews, deposed: 


We learned that those Jews who were returning from German concentration 
camps were held up at the frontier of Hungary and sent directly to Siberia, even 
the womer 

Later we had 14,000 names, with all the data. In sum total, however 
many more were deported to Russia: at least 40,000 Jewish men and women 
suffered in Hitler’s concentration camps and finally survived with terrible diffi 

and by exceptional and special grace of God. The 14,000 people I mentioned 
before were those whom our federation had listed in the beginning 


Dr. Klar related how the Jewish community compiled a list of the 
names of these deportees and transmitted them to the Hungarian 
Foreign Minister, for which he was issued a receipt, still in the posses- 
sion of Dr. Klar, and presented by him to this committee. The lists, 
contained in three voluminous books, were sent to the Hungarian 
Minister in Moscow but his intervention brought no results. 


INSTEAD OF RESTITUTION PAUPERIZATION 


In the meantime those Jewish survivors who were able to reach 
their homes found their properties confiscated, their houses expro- 
priated, their apartments occupied by strangers, their furniture and 
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household goods scattered, their jobs taken by other persons. Living 
in starvation and misery, most of them were able to keep body and 
soul together only thanks to the help organized by American Jewish 
relief organizations. 

Under these circumstances the restitution of properties expropriated 
by the Nazis became urgent. All governments-in-exile had issued 
manifestos and adopted decrees promising full restoration of illegally 
expropriated goods and indemnification for the sufferings of innocent 
victims. The duty of restoring the properties of such victims was 
imposed on Hungary, Rumania, and Bulgaria by the armistice terms 
and the peace treaties. Other satellite countries adopted rather 
liberal-sounding restitution laws voluntarily. 

But the enforcement of these laws was sabotaged by the Communist 
bureaucracy from the very beginning. Some Jews were robbed of 
their rights by being stamped as Germans, denounced as ‘‘collaborators 
with the Nazis,” or declared “antisocial elements.’’ In other cases 
the law was simply broken, the courts terrorized, and the claimants 
silenced by threats of violence. In 1947, the Communist-dominated 
labor unions in Czechoslovakia organized a general strike with violent 
demonstrations when a court decided, in accordance with the law, to 
return a small Nazi-seized and later ‘nationalized’ factory in the 
town of Varnsdorf to its Jewish owner. This was not an exceptional 
but rather a typical case. And this was at a time when private 
ownership of small-business properties was still allowed. Finally, 
the restitution laws were re vised in a way that left no room for any 
kind of restitution. The Nazi-e xpropri: ated Jewish property, large 
and small alike, remained in the hands of the Communist bureaucracy. 

During this conflict, Communist leaders made use of the most 
vicious anti-Semitic slogans. The Jews were denounced as “exploi- 
ters’ and “thieves of nationalized property.’’ The Czechoslovak 
Communist Minister of Information, Vaclav Kopecky, spoke of Jews 
who came to Czechoslovakia from the Soviet-annexed province of 
Carpatho-Russia as ‘‘these bearded Solomons,” and “this Jewish 
scum.” An official organ of the Czechoslovak Ministry of Education 
declared that the capitalists of Czechoslovakia had always been of 
‘foreign’ —Jewish—origin, and factory meetings adopted resolutions 
thanking the Government for liberating them through nationaliza- 
tion “from Jewish and German exploiters.”” When the Jewish com- 
munities protested against the strikes which were preventing the en- 
forcement of the restitution law, the Communist trade-union leader 
Antonin Zapotocky now President of Czechoslovakia—warned “‘citi- 
zens of Jewish faith’? that they “would be committing the gravest 
possible error’’ if they—by insisting on their legal rights—“‘joined the 
ranks of the enemies of united labor.” 

Those few Jews who, starting from nothing, were able to rebuild 
small-business enterprises, were expropriated again in a new wave of 
nationalization in 1948 and 1949. The wholesale expropriation of the 
remaining middle and lower middle classes leit tens of thousands of 
Jewish citizens unemployed and destitute. The Communist regimes 
did not take any effective measures to reintegrate them into economic 
life. From Poland, Hungary, Rumania, and Bulgaria, there came 
repeated reports of Jewish misery and starvation. Up to 1948-49, 
American reliei organizations were able to feed and clothe large see- 
tions of the Jewish population. But then the relief organizations were 
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expelled, their offices closed, their assets confiscated, and their native 
officials arrested. The charitable institutions they had helped to build 
were “nationalized,” i. e., expropriated for Government purposes. 
The starving Jewish population could only live by selling their cloth- 
ing and household articles or by engaging in marginal economic 
activities; those caught in these “illegal transactions’? were punished 
by prison, deportation, or even death, 

How this situation gave rise to a new, Communist-generated wave 
of anti-Semitism, is well described in the book The Jews in the Soviet 
Satellites, by Peter Mever et al., sponsored by the American Jewish 
Committee and incorporated by reference into the records of the 
proceedings. 

Mr. Peter Meyer writes in the introduction: 

If the conflicts around restitution revived old and generated new anti-Semitic 
moods, the subsequent expropriation of the lower middle classes did nothing to 
mitigate them. On the contrary, expropriated Jews were hated even more by 
the anti-Semites. Foreed to live by selling what personal possessions they had 
left and by marginal economic activities, the members of the surplus Jewish 
population were denounced as ‘“‘black-marketeers,”’ “‘shirkers,” “unproductive 
elements” and ‘‘disrupters of the socialist economy.’ Those expropriated middle- 
class Jews who went to work in the factories were regarded as unwelcome com- 
petitors, especially if thanks to their education they advanced to supervisory or 
white-collar positions. Workers selected Jewish managers or supervisors as 
special targets of their wrath; peasants blamed their misery on ‘Jewish com- 
missars”’ and “Jewish black-marketeers’’; the bureaucrats, themselves resentful 
of Jewish colleagues, tried to divert the hate of the masses against ‘Jewish cos- 
mopolitans”’ and “agents of the West.” 

It is a fallacy to believe that a totalitarian society eliminates competition. In 
the general misery and insecurity, competition for better jobs, rations, apartments, 
and the favor of superiors is murderous in the literal sense of the word. Racial 
hatred thrives in such an atmosphere of bellum omnium contra omnes, 

Dr. Frederic Gérég, who had directed the activities of the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee in Hungary, described in his 
testimony how the committee had helped 180,000 people, spending 

$30 million; how it was pressed by the Hungarian Government to 
give a part of this money for Government and Communist Party pur- 
poses; how it resisted the pressure, and how he, Mr, Gérég, was 
finall, forced out of his job in 1948. 

Mr. Gérég’s successor, Israel Jacobson, an American citizen, was 
arrested in December 1949, held incommunicado on unspecified 
charges, subjec ted to third degree inte rrogations, and finally e xpe lled 
from Hungary. The office of the organization was closed and its 
funds confiscated. 

In 1952 the Communist governments of Hungary and Rumania, 
following the Soviet example, decided to “solve’’ the problem of the 
“surplus” population. They herded the ‘unproductive elements,” 
including many thousands of Jews, into boxears and deported them 
to remote rural communities and other places of detention where the 
poor victims were left without food and shelter, starving and freezing. 
When the mass deportations were decreed in Budapest, many Jews 
committed suicide. Others donned the yellow Jewish stars that they 
had kept as souvenirs from Nazi times, to signify that the Communists 
were imitating the methods of the Nazis. 
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TREATMENT OF THE JEWS UNDER COMMUNISM 2: 
NO PROTECTION FROM ANTI-SEMITIC OUTBREAKS 


Thus the Communists broke the promises of restitution and eco- 
nomic rehabilitation. But economic expropriation and pauperization 
were not the only evils which Jewish minorities in Eastern Europe 
had to suffer. The promise of free development of cultural and 
communal life was also broken. Destroying the spiritual life of the 
Jewish communities, the Communists seemed to imply, that if the 
Jews would renounce their economic positions and their communal 
culture and assimilate completely to the ruling ethnie group and to 
the Communist social order, they would at least be protected from 
discrimination on the basis of their origin, and from the violent 
manifestations of anti-Semitism. But even this was a false promise. 

Violent outbreaks of anti-Semitism occurred in all the satellite 
countries from 1945 on. The Communists, in their propaganda for 
foreign consumption, always described these outbreaks as organized 
by ‘Fascists’ and ‘‘counterrevolutionary” forces. There is no doubt 
that pro-Fascist elements often participated in riots. But many 
former Fascists and Nazi collaborators saved themselves after the 
war by joining the Communist parties, and were not only willingly 
accepted, but often rewarded with jobs as detectives, police officers, 
and government officials. This infiltration was especially strong in 
Hungary and Rumania. (See testimony of Dr. Zoltan Klar and of 
Dr. Isaac Glickman.) 

In any case, the Communist-led police never seemed able to prevent 
bloody riots against the Jews. 

In Kielce, Poland, in 1946, 41 Jews were killed by savage mobs while 
the Communist-led militia ane by or arrested Jews. This was only 
the culmination of a whole series of murderous attacks on Jews in 
which several hundred Jewish citizens lost their lives. In Czecho- 
slovakia 15 Jews, returning from a concentration camp, were killed 
in the Slovak village of Svinna in 1945 and the perpetrators were 
never prosecuted. In September of the same year; bloody anti- 
Jewish riots took place in Velke Topoleany and other places. New 
anti-Semitic incidents occurred in Bratislava in August 1946 in 
connection with a convention of the Communist-dominated organi- 
zation of ‘‘guerrillas.”” They were repeated in August 1948. In 
Hungary local Communist leaders instigated and organized pogroms 
in Miskolez and Kunmadaras; they were never punished and some of 
their protectors still occupy high places in the Hungarian Communist 
Government. In all these and many other cases, the Communist 
police - nothing to prevent the riots or to stop them in time. In 
many cases they protected the instigators instead of the victims. 
(Dontianaie of Irving M. Engel and of Dr. Zoltan Klar.) 

But these early manifestations of violent anti-Semitism were, at 
least publicly, disavowed by the satellite governments. Up to 1948, 
these governments professed opposition to anti-Semitism and dis- 
crimination, friendship for the newly established State of Israel, 
and tolerance toward the Zionist movement. Most of them allowed 
emigration to Israel, and many thousands of Jews, who availed them- 
selves of this opportunity in time, escaped the later persecutions. 
They had to leave behind all their possessions and the Jewish organi- 
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zations often had to pay a kind of ransom for each exit permit, but at 
least the lives of the emigrants were saved. In this way, for instance, 
almost the whole Jewish community in Bulgaria, about 40,000 out 
of 47,000 Bulgarian Jews, escaped. 


4 NEW TURN: THE DRIVE AGAINST THE COSMOPOLITANS’”’ 


All this began to change rapidly in the fall of 1948. A new anti- 
Jewish drive, this time officially promoted by the Communist parties 
and governments, started from Russia and swept over the whole 
Soviet Kmpire. 

The intensified drive against the Jews—under the disguise of a fight 
against Zionism and ‘Jewish nationalism,’’ was introduced by an 
article by the Soviet writer Ilva Ehrenburg, published in the Moscow 
paper Pravda on September 21, 1948. The article attacked Israel as 
a “bourgeois’’ country with a “reactionary”? government, and de- 
nounced Zionism as a counterrevolutionary movement. It denied 
the existence of any ties between the Jews of different countries 

At first glance, the attack was merely a reaffirmation of the tradi- 
tional Communist anti-Zionist and assimilationist ideology. In real- 
itv, the article, which was reprinted, quoted, and digested thousands 
of times in all Soviet-dominated countries, was a directive to begin a 
violent new anti-Zionist and by implication anti-Jewish drive. 

There were several reasons for the turn to a more open anti-Jewish 
policy at this point. Moscow’s hope of extending its influence in the 
Middle East by infiltrating Israel was thoroughly disappointed with 
the emergence of the young Jewish state as a democratic country of 
the Western type, with a very insignificant pro-Soviet minority. 
The immigrants from Eastern Europe, who were familiar with Com- 
munist regimes, were one of the strongest anti-Communist influences 
in Israel’s life. And the ardent response of Jews from the U.S.5. R. 
and satellites to the establishment of Israel, which promised them a 
possible refuge from their misery, awakened Communist fears of 
Jewish “unreliabilitv.”” At the same time, the Sovietization of the 
satellites reached a point where democratic pretensions could be 
dropped. But Tito’s defection awakened a panic fear of “bourgeois 
nationalism,” of which both “Zionism” and ‘“Titoism’”’ were considered 
dangerous manifestations. 

The main reason for this offensive against the Jews, however, was 
the sharpening of the cold war. Communist propaganda against 
democratic countries and against everything connected with ‘foreign,’ 
Western influences, not only political but also religious, cultural, 
artistic, and scientific, assumed warlike proportions. Adherence to 
any non-Russian group, culture, or tradition ue “bourgeois 
nationalism; adherence to any supranational or international ideals 


’ 


“cosmopolitanism. ”’ Both were considered mortal! sins, leading to 
treason, to be punished by purge, jail, and extermination. 
Again, Jews suffered like all others, only more so. They became a 


“suspect”? minoritv——because of their “bourgeois” or “‘petty-bourgeois”’ 
past, the individualism of their intelligentsia, their attachment to 
religious and spiritual traditions, and their emotional sympathies w ith 
Jews in other countries. They were accused of ‘Jewish nationalism” 
and “cosmopolitanism”’ at the same time. Indeed, ‘cost nopolitan”’ 
became synonymous with “Jew,” and the drive against Jewish na- 


We 


TREATMENT OF THE JEWS UNDER COMMUNISM 25 


tionalism was extended to every aspect of Jewish life. (See Peter 
Mever, et al., op. cit., pp. 44-45.) 

There were no Zionists left in the Soviet Union proper; the last of 
them had perished in jails and concentration camps many years 
earlier. Thus the campaign within the Soviet Union was aimed at 
intellectuals and professional men of Jewish origin, most of them 
Communists or Communist sympathizers. 

First the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee in Moscow was dissolved 
and its leaders arrested. The last Jewish newspaper in Moscow, 
Kinikeit, was discontinued. The Yiddish publishing house Emes was 
closed down, and Yiddish books ceased to appear. All Yiddish- 
writing authors were arrested and deported to Siberia. 

Then began the “ideological’? campaign against the ‘‘cosmopoli- 
tans.”” Davy after dav, writers, pedagogues, scientists, and artists 
were denounced in the press as carriers of the bacilli of “‘cosmopoli- 
tanism.’’ Most of them had Jewish names; those who used Russian 
names or pseudonyms, were identified as Jews by adding their original 
Jewish names in parentheses, or by charging them with ‘Jewish 
nationalism” as well. The most vicious clichés were used to describe 
Jewish intellectuals. They were called ‘men without fatherland,” 
“alien,” “wandering,” ‘“‘passportless’ elements, and accused of not 
understanding the Russian soul and of poisoning it with Western 
influences. Unmistakably anti-Semitic cartoons appeared in_ the 
“humorous” magazine Krokodil, and stories with rather transparent 
anti-Semitic allusions in other publications. The victims of the purge 
were demoted, thrown out of jobs, often arrested and deported. 


THE LIQUIDATION OF JEWISH LIFE IN THE SATELLITES 


The campaign soon extended to the satellite countries, where the 
Zionist movement still existed and its leaders were influential in the 
rebuilt religious communities. Now, hundreds of Zionist leaders were 
arrested in Rumania, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia. The Zionist 
organizations were dissolved and persons with pro-Zionist tendencies 
eliminated from all positions in the religious communities and replaced 
with Communist stooges. A similar fate befell non-Zionist groups like 
the Jewish Socialist Bund of Poland, the Federation of Hungarian 
Jews, the Association of Czech Jews, the Union of Rumanian Jews, 
and many others; liberal and Socialist groups were persecuted with 
the same violence as more conservative organizations. 

Jewish schools were closed regardless of whether their orientation 
was traditional or secular, and regardless of the language of instrue- 
tion. Jewish periodicals and cultural associations were suppressed. 
Only a few pitiful remnants of the once extensive Jewish school system 
were allowed to exist; even these were forced to indoctrinate their 
students with communism and educate them in hatred of Israel, 
Jewish religion, and Jewish traditions. In Rumania, there had been 
122 Jewish schools in the spring of 1948. In the summer of that vear, 
they were all closed by a government decree. The following vear 3 
of these 122 schools were allowed to reopen under Communist leader- 
ship. To add insult to injury, a representative of the Rumanian 
Ministry of Education had the effrontery to declare that the Rumanian 
Jews had never been so well off—for the first time in history, they 
were allowed to have their own schools. 
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Jewish hospitals, orphan asylums, dispensaries, old people’s homes 
and similar institutions, rebuilt after the war with American funds, 
were “nationalized” and put to “common use,” i. e., expropriated. 

A few remaining synagogues were allowed to survive, as in the 
U.S.S. R.. in order to show credulous foreign visitors that there was 
religious freedom. In actual fact, religious education of the youth 
outside the home was well-nigh impossible, and persons who prac- 
ticed the religion of their forefathers were subject to every possible 
pressure and discrimination. The number of religious communities 
dwindled, synagogues were closed or transiormed into Communist 
clubs, the observance of the Sabbath was penalized by extra hard 
work. The activity of the Communist-dominated communities was 
more and more reduced to compulsory participation in spurious 
Communist “peace campaigns.”’ (Testimonies of Irving M. Engel, 
Henry E. Schulz, Jacob T. Zukerman, Ben Kaufman, Rabbi Benjamin 
Schulz, and of Rabbi Israel Goldstein. 

Thus Jewish communal life was completely liquidated and the way 
was open for the next stage: an open anti-Semitic drive against 
persons who had nothing in common with Judaism, except their 
Jewish origin. 

THE PURGE OF JEWISH OFFICIALS 


Soon after Yugoslavia announced a break with Moscow, a general 
purge of ‘unreliable’? Communist leaders and government officials 
began in all the remaining satellite countries. Before long, it became 
clear that one of the major features of this purge was a drive against 
men of Jewish origin, accompanied by one of the most vicious anti- 
Semitic campaigns in history. 

In September 1949, a spectacular treason trial took place in Buda- 
pest. Laszlo Rajk, a former Minister of the Interior, was accused of 
conspiring to overthrow the Hungarian Government in league with 
America, England, and Tito’s Yugoslavia. Rajk himself was not a 
Jew; he had rather anti-Semitic inclinations and had protected the 
Communist instigators of the pogroms in Miskolez and Kunmadaras. 
This increased the surprise when he was accused of having smuggled 
“Zionist agents” into Hungary. Three of his codefendants, Tibor 
Sz6nyi, Andriis Szalai, and Paul Justus, were Jews. They were 
forced to confess that they had been ‘Zionist spies.”” This was an 
ominous sign; it was the first allusion to the Communist-invented 
“world Zionist conspiracy.”’ Rajk and some of his codefendants 
were executed, others sentenced to heavy jail terms. 

Some of the defendants in the Hungarian trial were forced to testify 
that there existed a widespread conspiracy in adjacent Czechoslovakia, 
a fact of which the Czechoslovak Government was up to that time 
apparently unaware. 

But the hint from Moscow via Budapest was unmistakable, and 
soon the purge began in Czechoslovakia, too. Its first victims were 
high officials in the ministries of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade, and 
Finance. Most of the arrested persons were Jews. Among them 
were five deputy ministers, Evzen Loebl, Artur London, Vavro 
Hajdu, Rudolf Margolius, and Otto Fischl, as well as department and 
division heads like Evzen Klinger, Oskar Kosta, and others. Finally 
the purge reached Foreign Minister Vlado Clementis, a Slovak of 
non-Jewish origin, who was first demoted and then arrested as a spy. 
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In October 1950 the purge reached the offices of the Communist 
Party. Otto Sling, a member of the central committee and the party 
secretary in Brno, Moravia, was arrested on charges of having con- 
spired with his friend, Mrs. Marie Svermova, a deputy to Secretary 
General Rudolf Slansky, to infiltrate party offices with “traitors’’ 
ready to overthrow the Government. Among those arrested were 
regional secretaries Mikulas Landa (Landau), Vitezslav Fuchs, Hanus 
Lomsky (Lieben), and Ruzena Dubova; also Deputy Minister of the 
Interior Ervin Polak, and the Chief of Army Intelligence Bedrich 
Reycin. All of them, with the exception of Marie Svermova, were 
of Jewish origin. 

The plot was reported to a plenary session of the central committee 
by Information Minister Vaclav Kopecky, known for his anti-Semitic 
remarks of 1947, and his speech contained many anti-Jewish allusions. 
Sling’s treason was attributed to his ‘Jewish bourgeois’? and ‘“‘cos- 
mopolitan” origin. The Jewish names of the other ‘‘conspirators”’ 
did the rest. 

For the time being, Secretary General Rudolf Slansky was still 
absolved from complicity. The plot of his subordinates was supposed 
to have been organized behind his back and, as a matter of fact, 
directed against him. 

But in September 1951 Slansky was suddenly removed from office, 
and on November 28 he was arrested on charges of treason. 

Thereafter, the purge of all remaining Jews in prominent positions 
became general. One after another, Jewish officials in the planning 
office, in economic administrations, in party secretariats, in the 
diplomatic services, disappeared. Within a year, the administration 
was—to use the Nazi expression —completely judenrein (free of Jews). 

Most of the victims of the party purge were Communists of long 
standing and, except for their parentage, they had nothing in common 
with the Jewish communities. 

The few remaining genuine Zionists in the country were, of course, 
also rounded up and arrested. But these local leaders of former small 
Zionist groups were too insignificant to give support to the fantastic 
charge of a ‘Zionist plot.’’ Probably for this reason, the Czecho- 
slovak authorities eagerly took advantage of an opportunity to arrest 
a leading Israel citizen and member of the Israel Parliament. 

He was Mordecai Oren, leader of the pro-Communist wing of the 
left Socialist Party Mapam. In December 1951 he attended a 
Communist-sponsored labor conference in Berlin; hearing about the 
purge of Jews in Czechoslovakia, and informed that his cousin Simon 
Orenstein was among those arrested, he went to Prague to investi- 
gate—and disappeared. In spite of numerous protests by the Israel 
Legation, he was held incommunicado until he appeared, a vear later, 
as a confessing witness at the Slansky trial. 

Meanwhile, the campaign against the “cosmopolitan” and “Zionist” 
traitors began in the press. The anti-Semitic content of the purge 
was no longer concealed. 


THE ANTI-SEMITIC TRIAL OF PRAGUE 


In spite of all these ominous happenings, the great Prague anti- 
Semitic trial against Rudolf Slansky et al., in November 1952 came 
as a shock to world opinion. Anti-Semitism was no longer a side 
issue, it was the center of the proceedings. 
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Eleven of the fourteen defendants were Jews. In the indicting 
formula, the words ‘of Jewish origin’? (zidovskeho puvodu) were 
added to the name of each Jewish defendant, an event without 
precedent in the annals of Czechoslovak jurisprudence. To stress 
the point, the indictment mentioned the original Jewish — of 
those defendants who had adopted names which did not sound Jewish. 
And in every case, the defendant was forced to attribute his ‘erimi- 
na!’’ qualities and his propensity to treason to his Jewish origin and 
the Jewish milieu of his childhood. 

In reality, all the Jewish defendants, being Communists of long 
standing, had renounced not only the Jewish religion but also all 
ties with the Jewish community in their early youth. They not only 
were not Zionists, but had violently opposed Zionism, Jewish national- 
ism, and Jewish religion throughout their adult lives. Describing 
them as ‘Zionists’? was a patent fraud. It served only one purpose: 
to imply that every Jew, however anti-Zionist he might be, was a 
secret partner in a worldwide “Zionist plot.”’ 

The defendants were tried not as individuals, nor even as members 
of an unattached Jocal group, but as participants in a worldwide 
‘Jewish conspiracy,”’ directed by the leaders of American Jews and 
the statesmen of Israel, in the service of “American and British 
imperialism.’’ There was hardly a prominent Jew the world over 
whose name was not brought into this conspiracy. The former 
French Minister Georges Mandel, who had been murdered by the 
Nazis, former United States Secretary of the Treasury Henry J. 
Morgenthau, Jr., and Mr. Bernard Baruch, Israel Premier David 
Ben-Gurion and Israel Foreign Minister Moshe Sharett, and the 
Yugoslav Communist leader Moshe Pivade, were all involved in this 
fantastic ‘‘eapitalist-imperialist-Trotskyist-Titoist’” plot. Western 
and Israel diplomats and journalists were accused of being its couriers 
and contact men, and practically all Jews in Czechoslovakia its agents. 
In addition to the 11 Jewish defendants, scores of other arrested Jews 
were brought from jails to the courtroom to testify about their crimes. 
Names of Jewish “coconspirators,’’ hundreds of them, abound in the 
minutes of the proceedings. 

Slansky and his ‘‘coconspirators’’ were accused of, and forced to 
confess to, every possible and impossible crime. They were charged 
with treason, espionage, sabotage, and attempted murder. They were 
made responsible for all the failures and crimes of the Communist regime: 
the disorganization of the economy, the catastrophic errors in planning, 
the scarcity of food, fuel, and electric current, the inflation of the 
currency, the exploitation and misery of Czechoslovak workers and 
peasants. 

The press accompanied the trial with a real orgy of anti-Semitic 
denunciations, full of expressions like “huckstering,”’ “profiteering,” 
“bloodsucking,”’ ‘‘alien,’’ ““Judases,’’ as well as the phrase “scum with 
a dark past.”’ 

The wife of the defendant Artur London was forced to write a letter 
to the president of the court, asking for a severe punishment of the 
“treacherous gang”’ in her own name as well as the names of her little 
children. The son of defends ant Ludvik Frejka was compelled to de- 
mand the “severest punishment” for his father, whom he described as 
his “‘greatest and most wicked enemy.”’ Two weeks after his father’s 
execution the boy, only 18 years old, committed suicide. 
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Miss Eva Fischlova, the daughter of one of the defendants in the 
Slansky’s trials testified before the committee in Munich as follows: 

Mr. McTigue. Now, during that period and while you were working for Radio 
Free Europe, did you hear anything about your father? 

Miss Fiscntova. I read in the Western German newspapers that my father had 
been called back to Prague. He stayed for another 3 months in Berlin as Ambas- 
sador and then he was called back to Prague. Then I had heard no news until 
the moment when Radio Prague announced the trial 

Mr. McTicve. The trial of your father along with Slansky and others? 

Miss Frseutova. Yes, then I was listening to the testimony my father had to 
give; I must say that it was an awful feeling for me because my father, for example, 
had to say that he was ‘collaborating’? with the Nazis, which was a ridiculous 
thing; and he said it in such a way that I just could imagine what they were doing 
with him, how they prepared him to answer rightly, to answer as they wanted 
him 

Mr. MeTicur. Your father was found guilty then at the trial along with Slansky 
and others and he has since been executed; is that correct? 

Miss Fiscuntova. Yes 

On November 28, 1952, 11 defendants, 8 of them Jews, were sen- 
tenced to death by hanging. No appeal was made and no pardon 
granted; the defendants were executed on December 3, 1952. The 
remaining three were imprisoned for life. 


REPERCUSSIONS IN EAST GERMANY, POLAND, HUNGARY 


The Slansky trial was only the start of a large-scale anti-Semitic 
drive which extended to all the other satellite countries, and to the 
Soviet Union itself. 

In East Germany, where only a few thousand Jews were left after 
the Nazi extermination, the central committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party (the pseudonym used by the East German Communist Party 
adopted a special resolution on the lessons of the Slansky trial, and 
against Zionism. Since there were almost no Jews in high party 
positions, “Zionist agents’’ were found in some party leaders of ‘“‘pure 
Aryan” origin who had favored the indemnification of Jewish victims 
of fascism. Paul Merker, a man who had had some contacts with 
German Jewish emigrants in Mexico, was the most prominent victim. 
Squads of secret police descended on Jewish homes in an eager hunt 
for “Zionist agents.”” Everybody who had ever received a_ relief 
package from a Jewish organization was suspect. Fortunately it is 
still possible to pass through the Iron Curtain in Berlin, and several 
hundred East German Jews, among them a few remaining civil serv- 
ants of Jewish origin, and the chairmen of the Jewish religious com- 
munities in Leipzig, Dresden, and Erfurt, availed themselves of the 
opportunity. 

In Communist-dominated Poland the Israel Ambassador Arieh 
Kubovy was expelled from the country and several emplovees of the 
Legation and of the joint distribution committee were arrested on 
trumped-up charges of treason. The secret police received orders to 
register all citizens of Jewish origin—an ominous preparation for 
possible mass deportation. 

In Hungary, the Communist-imposed leadership of the Jewish re- 
ligious community, led by Lajos Stoeckler and Dr. Laszlo Benedek, 
was now arrested, and Jewish doctors were rounded up on charges of 
murdering their patients. 
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THE MOSCOW DOCTORS’ “PLOT” 


But all these events were overshadowed by a report from Moscow 
itself. On January 13 the Ministry of Internal Security announced 
the arrest of 9 prominent doctors, 6 of them Jews, accused of having 
murdered Politburo members Andrei A. Zhdanov and Alexander 5. 
Shcherbakov by medical mistreatment and of having attempted to 
murder several marshals and generals of the Red army and admirals 
of the Red navy. These crimes were alleged to have been committed 
on orders of the world Zionist conspiracy, transmitted from Israel 
through the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. The 
communique said that the culprits, confronted by irrefutable evidence, 
had confessed, and that a trial was expected soon. 

This announcement was the signal for a campaign of mass terror 
against the Jewish population. Everywhere, persons with Jewish 
names were arrested, jailed, and shot. They were accused of embezzle- 
ment, theft of state property, sabotage, medical malpractice. Typical 
of the press campaign was the statement of the Ukrainian Communist 
organ, Pravda in Kiev that “the profound hatred of the people was 
aroused by all these Kahns and Yaroshetskys, Grinshteins, Pers, 
Kaplans, and Polyakovs.” All this was accompanied by denunciations 
of es who, through their “lack of vigilance,’ permitted “alien 
elements”’ to obtain jobs as doctors, small officials, clerks, accountants 
etc. This Government-sponsored pogrom on a mass scale went on 
for 2 months, until the death of Stalin. 

Then the public campaign, ceased, and on April 4, 1953, the Minis- 
try of the Interior officially declared that the “doctors’ plot” was a 
frameup, the evidence falsified, and the confessions extorted. Shortly 
afterwards the Communist press admitted that the plot had been 
used to “inflame national enmity” and to “sow the seeds of racial 
prejudice.”” Thus the Communist Government admitted by clear 
implication that it had instigated a vicious anti-Semitic campaign. 
The statements tried to attribute the guilt to subordinate organs of 
the secret police, but it was more than clear that a campaign of these 
proportions could have been ordered only by the highest state and 
party authorities and was probably directed by Stalin himself. 

The communique of April 4 contained the names of 15 arrested doc- 
tors. Thirteen of them were now released. Nothing was said about 
the missing two, who probably succumbed to torture or committed 
suicide. 

The investigator in charge, one Mikhail D. Ryumin, was arrested 
and later secretly tried and shot. But strangely enough, the paragraph 
invoked was not that dealing with incitement to group hatred, but 
rather article 58, point 7 of the Criminal Code, punishing the ‘“‘under- 
mining of state industry, transport, trade, currency or credit * * * 
carried out for counterrevolutionary purposes.”” Ryumin’s main 
crime seems to have been the arrest, not of the Jewish doctors, but of 
unspecified leaders of industry. His superior, the former Minister of 
State Security Semyon D. Ignatiev, the main person responsible for 
the investigation, was only demoted. A few months later, Ignatieyv 
was appointed the Central Secretary of the Communist Party in the 
Autonomous Republic of Bashkiria, and in the recent elections he was 
nominated and elected to the Supreme Soviet. 

The retraction of the charges against the Moscow doctors was not 
motivated by a wish to make amends to the innocent victims or to 


TREATMENT OF THE JEWS UNDER COMMUNISM 31 


the terrorized Jewish population. The sensational reversal was in- 
stead caused by a turn in the struggle for power inside the Communist 
Party. 

‘The doctors’ affair was accompanied by ominous hints that the or- 
gans of state security had facilitated the murderous plot by lack of 
vigiliance and neglect of their duties. There was little doubt that 
these veiled attacks were aimed primarily at Lavrenti P. Beria, who 
had been in charge of the secret police in the critical period. Later, 
in the period preceding Stalin’s death, the Ministry of State Security 
was made independent of the Ministry of the Interior and Beria’s 
closest collaborators were removed from office and replaced by Stalin’s 
direct henchman like [gnatiev and Ryumin. These persons were pre- 
paring a coup against Beria and a new great purge. The doctors, pre- 
pared by these ‘ ‘investigators,’ would probably have confessed, in 
later stages of the proceedings, that it was Beria who hired them to 
commit their crimes. 

In the middle of these preparations, Stalin died. Many observers 
believe that he was killed by other members of the Politburo, ee 
that they would become victims of the new big purge. In any case, 
whether his death was violent or natural, it saved his closest palldiete. 
tors from extinction. 

When the members of the Politburo redistributed high offices after 
Stalin’s death, Beria emerged as the second in command and was able 
to reunite the Ministry of the Interior with the Ministry of State 
Security under his own control. He immediately removed his 
enemies Ignatiev and Rvumin and denounce “d the doctors’ affair as a 
frameup, thus preventing further ‘‘confessions” which might implicate 
him. By proclaiming an amnesty and promising a reform of criminal 
proceedings, he tried to surround himself with an aura of “liberalism.”’ 
Being himself born a Georgian, he tried to remove from the hands of 
his enemies a weapon against himself by stopping the attacks on 
“bourgeois nationalism.” 

But his power came to an early end when other members of the 
Politburo united against him and arrested him at the end of June 1953. 
The reform r the Criminal Code was forgotten, attacks on “bourgeois 
nationalism’’ reappeared in the press, and except for Ryumin, Beria’s 
enemies were selnakate in office. Beria himself was, in the tradi- 
tional way, charged with treason and spying, and executed together 
with several high officers of the secret police. 


AFTER STALIN'S DEATH: PERSECUTION CONTINUES 


In the meantime, there was little change in the situation of the 
Jewish population. Except for the 13 released Moscow doctors, no 
victims of the anti-Jewish measures were publicly rehabilitated; 
Zionism remained a criminal offense; hundreds of former Zionist 
leaders in the satellite countries languished in jail; Jewish communal 
activities were proscribed as before; emigration remained forbidden; 
the charges leveled against Jewish leaders all over the world in the 
Slansky trail were not onl} not retracted, but were repeated again and 
again; the existence of a worldwide Jewish conspiracy against the 
Communist regimes re mened an article of faith for all Communists. 

On April 16, 1953, after the Moscow reversal, Czechoslovak Foreign 
Minister Vaclav David repeated the Slansky trial charges in the First 
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Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations, in New 
York, and was supported by Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Y, 
Vishinsky, who denounced the very moderate complaints of Israel 
representatives as ‘slanderous,’ ‘‘unclean,”’ and unworthy of an 
answer, 

The attack did not remain merely verbal. The ‘“Slansky trials’’ 
in Czechoslovakia continued. On May 26, 1953, 4 Czechoslovak 
diplomats, 3 of them Jews, among them Slansky’s brother Richard 
and the former Czech minister to Israel, Edvard Goldstuecker, were 
sentenced to life or 25 years in prison. In August, Mordecai Oren, 
the Israel member of Parliament, received a sentence of 15 years in 
jail. In October, his cousin Simon Orenstein was sentenced to life 
in prison. On January 29, 1954, Marie Svermova was tried in Prague 
with six codefendants, all of whom were Jews. They received heavy 
prison sentences. And, in another trial in Bratislava in April 1954, 
several leaders of the Slovak Communist party were tried and sen- 
tenced. This time, there were no Jews in the dock, but the defendants 
were nevertheless accused of neglecting to check Zionist activities, and 
of failing to punish criminals described as ‘‘Zionists,’’ ‘Jewish capi- 
talist smugglers,” and ‘‘agents of the Joint.”’ The trial was announced 
in a broadeast described in the London Jewish Chronicle of April 30, 
1954, as “provocatively anti-Jewish * * * in tone and substance.”’ 
This was 13 months after Stalin’s death, and more than a year after 
the so-called Moscow reversal. 

In all these trials, the charges were still the same: Participation in 
the worldwide “Zionist”? conspiracy. Only the accusation of ‘‘Tito- 
ism’’ was now tacitly dropped. 

The action was by no means limited to Czechoslovakia. In Hungary 
Gabor Peter, the former chief of the secret police, and Gyula Deesi, 
the former Munister of Justice, both of Jewish origin, were tried as 
traitors, and the Communist-appointed heads of the Jewish com- 
munity, Lajos Stoeckler and Laszlo Benedek, followed them into jail. 
In Rumania, several Jews were implicated in the trials against the 
demagted Communist leaders Lucretiu Patrascanu and Vasile Luca; 
one of the Jewish defendants was shot, and the others jailed for 
decades. 

In the summer of 1953, the Communist regimes began to conduct 
secret trials of former Zionist leaders in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
and Rumania. These leaders had been held in jail since 1948 and 
1949. Now hundreds of them were hauled into courtrooms and tried 
for Zionist activities and aid to emigrants which had been completely 
legal in the period before their arrest. There were several such trials 
in Czechoslovakia and Hungary. But in Rumania, in the spring of 
1954, the campaign reached the proportions of mass terror. Former 
leaders of the Rumanian section of the World Jewish Congress, of the 
Jewish Party, of the Union of Rumanian Jews, of religious communities, 
of Zionist organizations, received prison sentences ranging up to life. 
The roster of the victims reads like a Who’s Who in Rumanian Jewry. 

These facts give a clear answer to those who succumbed to wishful 
thinking and pro-Soviet propaganda, and believed that the persecu- 
tion of Jews would end after Stalin’s death. The persecution of the 
Jewish minority continues, even if it is less widely advertised and 
better concealed than in the period just before the dictator’s death. 
On the ‘Jewish front,’’ as in all other respects, the aims of the leaders 
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of world communism remain unchanged and are pursued as always 
with methods which combine force with deceit, aggression with 
deception. 

CONCLUSIONS 


After investigating the treatment of Jews in the Soviet Union, the 
annexed territories, and the satellite countries, the following conclu- 
sions are made: 

The totalitarian Communist regimes oppress all national and 
religious minorities because in their drive for totalitarian ‘“gleich- 
schaltung”’ and world expansion they cannot tolerate any expression 
of independent spiritual and communal life. 

The Jewish minority is a special target of Communist persecution 
because it is suspected of attachment to the religious tenets of Judaism 
and to the humanitarian values of Jewish culture and history, as well 
as of ties of cultural and emotional solidarity reaching behind the 
borders of the Communist empire. 

3. In all countries where they came to power, the Communist 
regimes expropriated the Jewish population and left it uprooted and 
destitute. No sustained efforts were made to facilitate the integra- 
tion of the impoverished Jewish middle and lower middle classes into 
the new economic system. While the proletarianized sections of the 
Jewish population were met in their new jobs in factories, on farms, 
and in public offices, by a new upsurge of anti-Semitic attitudes, the 
remaining “surplus population’ ’ was in many cases deported to starve 
and die in bleak, remote regions of the Communist empire or in slave 
labor camps. 

The Jewish religion was and is persecuted by the Communists, 
like all other religions. Most synagogues have been closed, most 
rabbis arrested, and the religious education of the youth is forbidden. 
Religious observance has been made impossible and the few surviving 
religious communities have been taken over by Communist agents and 
forced to serve Communist propaganda purposes. The synagogues 
still open in a few places accessible to foreign observers are maintained 
only to facilitate the police supervision of the believers, and to deceive 
gultbie visitors from abroad by a semblance of “religious freedom.” 

The once flourishing Jewish cultural and communal life has been 
ouniiiaals suppressed throughout the Communist empire. ‘Two 
million Jews in the Soviet Union proper have not a single periodical, 
not a single school, not a single theater, not a single publishing house, 
not a single welfare institution, not a single association of any kind of 
their own. The few Jewish periodicals, schools, theaters, and cultural 
associations still surviving in the satellite countries are completely 
dominated by Communist-imposed leaderships and degraded to mere 
organs of Communist propaganda and indoctrination. 

The so-called Jewish Autonomous Province in Birobidjan never 
attracted more than an infinitesimal fraction of Soviet Jews; within its 
borders the Jews always remained a minority and never developed any 
significant Jewish culture. Forced to live in indescribable misery, 
most of them left Birobidjan as fast as they could. In recent years, 
the province, completely cut off from the outer world, became a part 
of the slave labor empire of the Communist secret police, and about 
half its Jewish population was arrested in big purges and confined 1 
labor camps. 
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7. An entire generation of Jewish communal leaders, Ziomist and 
non-Zionist, ‘“bourgeois’’ and socialist alike, was arrested, deported, 
and in large part exterminated. Later the Communist-imposed 
officials of Jewish communities, as well as Communists of Jewish 
origin unconnected with the Jewish communities, joined them on their 
way to jails and concentration camps. 

S. In the Communist totalitarian society, misery and starvation, 
crass differences in the standards of living between the elite rulers 
and their enslaved subjects, and the incessant, murderous struggle 
among the Communist bureaucrats for survival and advancement 
produce and reproduce group tensions of great virulence. Appealing 
to anti-Semitic attitudes inherited from the past and steadily nourished 
by the conflicts within the totalitarian society, the Communist rulers 
use the Jews as convenient scapegoats for the crimes and failures of 
their regime. 

9. In the past, Communist authorities often failed to protect the 
Jews against pogroms and riots which they usually tolerated, and 
sometimes surreptitiously instigated. sut in the last few vears, the 
Communist regimes have made anti-Semitism an instrument of 
government policy. They have removed Jews from most influential 
party, civil service, and professional positions. ‘They have invented, 
in Nazi-like fashion, a “worldwide Jewish conspiracy,’’ sentenced 
hundreds of men and women of Jewish origin to death or jail for the 
participation in it, and carried on all over their empire a vicious 
campaign of anti-Semitic hatred. 

10. The Communist attitude toward the Jews was not substantially 
revised after Stalin’s death. Only its forms were modified: anti- 
Semitic drives are now less publicized and better concealed from the 
free world. But Jewish communal Jife remains suppressed, the belief 
in a worldwide Jewish conspiracy continues to be an article of Com- 
munist faith, and the persecutions are proceeding as before. In 
dozens of trials, now conducted secretly, hundreds of Jews, former 
communal leaders as well as Communists of Jewish parentage, are 
being tried on the same fake charges of “Zionist plots.” 

11. Thus the totalitarian rule of communism remains incompatible 
with a free profession of Jewish religion, with a free development of 
Jewish cultural and communal life, with the very existence of Jewish 
communities, and with the elementary existence and security of 
individual Jewish citizens. 








